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President’s Corner 
...Deborah Evans 


ith Christmas and 2009 approaching us at activities in January, starting with the Bird Group 
what seems to be a rapidly accelerating rate, | outing and meeting on the 15th and the Saturday 
it's time to give Father Christmas our wish lists and to half-day excursion on the 17th, so make sure you 
think about some resolutions for next year. | asked don't miss them by leaving them off your calendar! 
for a ‘filing elf' last Christmas, but as they seem to be 
hard to find, | guess I'll have to put 'keeping up-to- And of course, the Christmas break is the time to 
date with my filing’ on my list of New Year's relax with family and friends, and perhaps get away 
resolutions, along with trying to cut my water usage to somewhere exciting. So on behalf of the 
and greenhouse gas emissions further (could | walk Committee, I'd like to wish you all a very happy and 
more instead of taking the car?, cut my shower times safe Festive Season, and look forward to seeing you 
down further?); making more of an effort to record In the New Year. 
my local bird observations and the flowering times of 
the native plants in my garden; start learning the 
names of some of those moths and butterflies; and 
... the list could go on for ever! But we all need to 
make some commitments, and we all need to keep 
working on our contribution to preserving our 
precious natural environment while we still can. What 
have you got on your list of New Year’s resolutions? 


It's also the time for buying the new calendar and 
starting to fill it in. Our next general meeting is not till 


February, but we have most of our other monthly 
Kangaroo Grass Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Tonight... 
...1S Members Night. Marilyn Hewish will be talking about moths and Trevor Pescott will be 
talking about the club's new photographic equipment. 


At the February meeting... 


..oilmon Mustoe will talk about Port Phillip Bay ecology 


GFNC website There are several new club members this 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, month. They are: 
invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC 
email address or phoned to Barry Lingham Ton Schat and Laura Stenzler, 


(5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto visiting from the USA, | 
the site frequently. Barbara Baird from Meredith, 


Craig Jones from Grovedale, 
GFNC Web page: and Beth Beynon from Ocean Grove. 


http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ ' 
e-mail address: We welcome them to the club and wish them a 


gfnc@vicnet.net.au long and happy association. 


Members are encouraged to The photos on the front cover, by Craig Morley, are of Tawny 
arrive early at general meetings. | | Frogmouths on and near their nest near the information Centre at the 
You Yangs, 23 October 2008. 
The room will be open at 7.15 pm 
to allow members to chat to other | | The photo on the back cover, by Craig Morley, is of a Koala at 
members and visitors. Wooloomanata. 





Excursion and survey—Lindorff property, 
Jollys Rd, Brisbane Ranges 
19 October 2008 


leven members and friends participated in the October 
excursion to Chris and Helena Lindorff's property in the 
Brisbane Ranges, near Anakie. 


Chris has already accumluated extensive flora and fauna records 
of the property as part of establishing a convenant on the 
property. A walk-over flora survey was conducted, and we had 
the benefit of some very experienced bird observers as well. 


Over most of the property floristic diversity was surprisingly poor 
given the time of year, however prolonged drought conditions are 
likely to have affected conditions in the entire area. This may 
explain why, on our survey, we recorded on 19.5% of the 
representative vegetation species previously recorded by Chris 
over an extended period of time. 


The property is almost all remnant woodlands typical of the 
Brisbane Ranges. It abuts a small, isolated (and almost entirely 
unknown) City of Greater Geelong reserve, as well as a semi- 
rural subdivision. A small creek, part of the Sutherland Creek 


...Bruce Lindsay 


catchment, drains the property to the south and east. 

The topography is characterised by steep slopes leading to the 
creeklines. According to DSE data, the site is classified as 
Heathy Dry Forest and Grassy Dry Forest. Valley Grassy Forest 
occurs along the creeks. 


While this is a good general description, a small section of the 
site, at its northern extent may require alternative classification, 
as this patch contained a rich diversity of grassland/woodland 
herbacious species, only very sparsely represented (if at all) on 
other sections of the site. This patch/zone terminates abruptly 
along a quite distinct line. The most likely explanation for this 
relatively species-richness is change in soil types (rather than for 
instance, fire events, of which there was evidence on various part 
of the property). Sandy soils in this herbaceous zone give way to 
iron-rich soils, which were relatively species-poor. 


Flora and fauna lists are provided below an don the following 
pages. 


Mammal Trapping—Jollys Road, Anakie, 17-20 October 2008 


GPS 37 54.2738 144 13.327E Alt 288m, DSE Permit No. 10003784 


he trapping was undertaken as part of the GFNC excursion 
and survey on property owned by Helena and Chris Lindorff 
in Jollys Road, Anakie, in the southern Brisbane Ranges. 


To the east of the property is a small City of Greater Geelong 
reserve, while the northern boundary abuts a series of allotments 
that front De Motts Road. The vegetation is classed as Heathy 
Dry Forest on the more elevated land, and Grassy Dry Forest in 
the depressions that lead eventually to Sutherlands Creek East 
Branch. 


We set 24 small Elliott traps in two transects, the first (traps S1- 
S13) in the depression at the east side of the property while the 
second (S14-S24) were in the depression that runs north-east 
from the gate down to small dams. We also set five large Elliott 
traps (L1-L5) on wooden brackets attached to trees about 1.5 m 
above the ground, in the first transect. 


Bait used: standard mix of peanut butter, honey and oatmeal. 
Weather: fine and mild to warm. 

Results: 18/10/08 Brush-tailed Phascogale Phascogale 
tapoatafa in L3. No other mammals were caught in 85 trap- 
nights. (L8 was removed for the second and third nights to 
minimise the chances of re-trapping the phascogale caught in the 
first night.) 


Comments: it was a disappointing result although not completely 
unexpected considering the lack of ground-cover vegetation 
particularly in the Grassy Dry Forest ecosystem. 


Other observations: The following mammals are recorded: 
Short-beaked Echidna: diggings typical of the species were 
noted. 

Koala: scats were found. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: one seen and scats found. 

Black Wallaby: several seen. 


... Trevor Pescott 


Several funnel bait traps were set in the two dams, and a number 
of Common Yabbies Cherax destructor were caught. 

One Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti was found under a 
fallen log on the ground. 

Meadow Argus and Cabbage White Butterflies were seen. 


Thanks to Helena and Chris Lindorff for allowing us to carry out 
this survey on their property, and the Gordon TAFE for the loan 
of the large Elliott traps. 





An ant Camponotus sp., Formicinae, collecting excrete 
(honeydew) from scale insects (lerps) Glycaspis sp., 


Psyllidae. Brisbane Ranges, October 2008. 
Photo: Bruce Lindsay 
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Hope in a harsh environment—Lindorff property 
... Valda Dedman 


he hillside was dry, mE no hope of 


so dry. The shrubs 
were stunted, the 
flowers few and small 


anything could survive. 
We seemed to struggle 
with our survey, part of 
the Club October 
excursion to Jollys 
Road in the Brisbane 
Ranges. It was hard 
on the knees as we 








identifying, but there 
were starry flowers of 
Prickly Starwort, 
dwarf Twining Fringe- 
lilies and Chocolate 
Lilies, and two 
succulents with 
pointed buds at the 
end of long drooping 
stems. The fleshy 
leaves were 
intriguingly different 


Burnt sandy area with grasstrees Dry hillside 


knelt on the ground to Photo: Valda Dedman 


; on the two species. 
peer closer, hard Poiskala Reema One had a green and 
because of the cover purple basal rosette 
of twigs and lichen-covered stones and the dry leaf litter, all there and smaller leaves along the dark stems, the other had pink 
to protect the thin soil from washing away if there ever was a leaves ‘like little sausages pointed at both ends' as Jean 
downpour. Galbraith so aptly describes them in her Wild Flowers of South- 

east Australia. She had a knack of summing up a plant's 
There were patches of moss, too, golden in sunny areas, green characteristics that comes from close observation. We were 
in the shade. They held moisture a bit longer and we found tiny looking at Pink Purslane Calandrinia calyptrata and Small 
plants growing at their edges. One, at the two leaf stage we had Purslane C. eremaea, two tiny gems. 


Plant list—Lindorff property 


Ferns and Allies 
Adiantaceae 
Monocotyledons 
Anthericaceae 
Colchicaceae 


Phormiaceae 


Dicotyledons 
Asteraceae 


Campanulaceae 


Geraniaceae 
Goodeniaceae 
Myrtaceae 


Oxalidaceae 
Polygalaceae 
Portulacaceae 


Primulaceae 
Proteaceae 


Rutaceae 
Thymelaeaceae 


*introduced species 


Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia 


Arthropodium strictum 

Burchardia umbellata 

Wurmbea dioica subsp. dioica 
Caladenia tentaculata 

Thelymitra ixioides 

Dianella admixta 

Lomandra longifolia subsp. longifolia 


Craspedia variabilis 

Senecio quadridentatus 

Lobelia gibbosa var. gibbosa 
Stellaria pungens 

Drosera peltata subsp. auriculata 
Dillwynia ramosissima 
Platylobium obtusangulum 
Pultenaea humilis 


Green Rock-fern 


Chocolate Lily 
Milkmaids 

Common Early Nancy 
Mantis Orchid 

Spotted Sun-orchid 
Black-anther Flax-lily 
Spiny-headed Mat-rush 


Variable Billy-buttons 
Cotton Fireweed 

Tall Lobelia 

Prickly Starwort 

Tall Sundew 

Bushy Parrot-pea 
Common Flat-pea 
Dwarf Bush-pea 


Geranium potentilloides var. potentilloides Soft Cranesbill 


Goodenia geniculata 
Eucalyptus goniocalyx s.1. 
Eucalyptus macrorhyncha 
Eucalyptus ovata var. ovata 


Eucalyptus polyanthemos subsp. vestita 


Oxalis perennans 
Comesperma volubile 
Calandrinia calyptrata 
Calandrinia eremaea 
Anagallis arvensis var. arvensis* 
Banksia marginata 
Isopogon ceratophyllus 
Correa reflexa var. reflexa 
Pimelea humilis 

Grevillea chrysophaea 
Kennedia prostrata 


Compiled by Bruce Lindsay 
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Bent Goodenia 

Bundy, Long-leaved Box 
Red Stringybark 
Swamp Gum 

Red Box 

Grassland Wood-sorrel 
Love Creeper 

Pink Purslane 

Small Purslane 

Scarlet Pimpernel 
Silver Banksia 

Horny Cone-bush 
Common Correa 
Common Rice-flower 
Golden Grevillea 
Running Postman 





pened eS 


Pink leaves like little sausages, Pink 








Photo: Valda Dedman 





Basal rosette of Small Purslane 


Photo: Valda Dedman 





Photo: Valda Dedman 


Birds—Lindorff property 


Common Bronzewing 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Musk Lorikeet 

Crimson Rosella 

Pallid Cuckoo, including a pair courtship 
feeding 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 

Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 

Brown Thornbill 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Striated Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 


Scarlet Robin 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Grey Fantail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Olive-backed Oriole 
White-browed Woodswallow (overhead) 
Australian Magpie 

Grey Currawong 
Australian Raven 
White-winged Chough 
Mistletoebird 


Mammals 


Black Wallaby 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 


Butterflies 


Yellow Admiral 


Moths 


Family Geometridae 
Taxeotis reserata 
Dissomorphia australiaria 
Family Zygaenidae 
Satin-green Forester Pollanisus 
viridipulverulenta 
Family Nolidae 
Uraba lugens (caterpillar) 


Family Oecophoridae 
Philobota ellenella 
Philobota arabella 
Heteroteucha parvula 


Compiled by Marilyn Hewish, with help 
identifying the moths from Peter Marriott of 
Museum Victoria. [See also Trevor's list on 


p. 1) 





Orange-bellied Parrot survey results 
Bellarine Peninsula, August/September 2008 


...Craig Morley 


ere are the numbers of Neophema parrots recorded in the surveys on the Bellarine Peninsula. Records are for 14 September 
2008 (unless otherwise stated in parentheses with observers). 


For comparison the September counts in recent years have been: 
2005: 4 Orange-bellied Parrots, 95 Blue-winged Parrots, 
2006: 4 Orange-bellied Parrots, 40 Blue-winged Parrots, 
2007: 4 Orange-bellied Parrots, 16 Blue-winged Parrots. 


Once more, a very big thank you, to all of you who are interested in this work, including the intrepid searchers and counters for the 


surveys in 2008. 


Craig Morley, Bellarine Peninsula working group co-ordinator: ph: 03 5221 4604, e-mail: craigmorleysS@bigoond.com 
Glenn Ehmke, National co-ordinator: ph: 0447286488, 03 9347 0757, e-mail: g.ehmke@birdsaustralia.com.au 


[This article has been reprinted because the table below was omitted last month. Editor] 


Orange- Blue-winged Observers—September 2008 
bellied Parrot | Parrot 


P= ___| Not surveyed 
[= ___ | Not surveyed 


Brian Hart (16/09) 


Tom Fletcher, Tim McKellar & Craig Morley. 
i John Newman, Ben Newman & Anthony Mitchell. (*= 21/09 John 
Newman, nil on 14/09) 


Rob Cowdell (17/09) & Judy Roberts-Wray (16/09 


Location 


Lake Connewarre (delta islands & S mainland 


East shore of Lake Connewarre 


Lake Connewarre State Game Reserve. (South 


East) 
Black rock and Big Marsh, airport & environs. 
Hospital Swamp 


Ocean Grove Golf course 
Collendina lake, Ocean Grove 
Reedy Lake 

Swan Bay (west) 

Swan Bay (Murray Rd) 
Gnarwarre 

Breamlea saltmarsh 

Pt. Impossible saltmarsh 
Swan island 


Sand island 

Lake Victoria 

Freshwater Lake 

Edwards Point 

Duck Island 

Lake Murtnaghurt (& swamp) 
TOTALS 


i | 


al 


al 


Barry Lingham. (15/09) 


poi Bohn Peters S O 
(“= 4 OBPs on 24/08 observed by John Newman & Tom Fletcher 
z [Not surveyed. S O 
= [Not surveyed. S 
[nil [Polly Cutcliffe & Craig Morley. (13/09) 


Hugo Phillips. C= 7/09, nil on 16/09) 
nil o 


). 
Bryant Attwood. (13/09) 
J 
). 
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he name Bursaria comes from the Latin bursa because its 

seed capsule was thought to resemble a little purse (which 
has the same derivation—the original Greek byrsa was a leather 
pouch made from a hide). These brown purses are very small 
and thin and never hold more than two or three brown seeds in 
each of their two compartments. The capsules split open along 
the top and down the middle. 


Furrowed and ridged into dark scales, the bark on an ancient 
Bursaria growing beside Armstrongs Creek in Stewarts Road 
Reserve caught my photographer's eye. | zoomed in to get a 
close-up and was immediately struck by shining globules 
hanging from some of the scale edges. Bursaria belongs to the 
pittosporum family, whose members often have resin canals in 
their tissues. The wood is tough and close-grained and easily 
worked. It has been used for tool handles and cabinet making. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


Resin globule on Bursaria spinosa. 
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The Koori name for the plant is Kurwan; Armstrongs Creek was a 
favourite camping spot for Geelong area aboriginal people. 


This bursaria trunk was worth examining closely. It was not just 
part of a plant; it was a home, a shelter, a source of food, a place 
to deposit eggs, a substrate. Its surface had splashes of grey- 
white lichen, and lots of cracks and holes that provided good 
hiding places for spiders. One perfectly round retreat entrance 
belonged to one of the Ariadna spiders, which live in silk-lined 
tubes in tree trunks. Signal lines radiated out from the extended 
collar of the tube. Made of dry silk, they were fixed to the surface 
at their far end and held taut by vertical silk pillars where they 
met the collar. 





Spiders can spin several different types of silk, which comes from 
their spinnerets as a fluid. There may be 100 or more spinning 
tubes on each spinneret and each connects up to a silk gland. 
These are specialised for web-making, for binding prey, for 
weaving egg sacs, for trapping prey, for making retreats. Almost 
all spiders constantly lay a dragline for safety as they run and 
climb, and there were plenty of these criss-crossing the bursaria. 
There were also bits of sheet web anchored to projections and 
woven lines across gaps. Later, | found tied-up bodies under a 
leat—'a spider’s lunch-box', said Dave King when | asked him 
about it, 


Of course spiders are not the only creatures that produce silk. 
Moths spin their cocoons with it, butterflies attach their pupae 
and build girdles to hold them in place, ants draw leaves 
together. A caterpillar spins silk from its lower lip; a lacewing's 
silk comes from its anus. The lacewing larva uses silk to make its 
cocoon, the adult to make stalks or a covering for her eggs. And 
she sometimes lays those eggs on a bursaria trunk. 


Lacewings are carnivorous. The adults eat aphids; the newly 
hatched may eat each other—that is why the eggs are kept 
separated at the tips of stalks. Lacewings are Neuropterans 
(nerve-wings) with two pairs of transparent ‘lacy’ wings, like the 
better-known dragonflies (no relation). Unlike dragonflies, their 


wings fold into a tent 
shape when at rest and 
they also have long 
antennae. A few 
lacewings adults feed on 
honeydew, but most, like 
their larvae, are 
predacious. The larvae 
have mouthparts 
modified into hollow 
pincers for both grasping 
prey and for sucking out 
body contents. They can 
only digest fluids and 
have to liquefy their food. 
An aphid can be 
dissolved in 90 seconds. 
They often carry food 
debris on their back. The delicate adults usually fly at night. The 
eggs on the bursaria probably belong to one of the Goldeneyes, 
Chrysops sp. whose green wings contain tympanal organs, 
which help them to hear even a bat’s ultrasound. They may also 
communicate with each other through vibrations. Some similar 
lacewing species can only be distinguished by their 'mating calls’. 





Lacewing eggs on stalks. 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


The larvae of several moths and of three butterfly species, the 
Fiery or Eltham Copper Paralucia pyrodiscus, the Bright Copper 
P. aurifer and the very localised Bathurst Copper P. spinifera, 
feed on bursaria plants. Bright Coppers lay their round white 
eggs directly on to the underside of the leaf. Bursaria leaves 
contain aesculin in quite high concentrations. During World War 
Il leaves were dried and hammer milled to extract aesculin to 
provide the active ingredient for sunscreen lotion used by the 
fully-exposed Allied turret gunners during bombing raids over 
Europe. The chemical has also been used in testing blood vessel 
disorders of Australian servicemen. Aesculin is a glycoside, 
possibly the source of the sugary substance the Paralucia 
caterpillars exude and pass on to their ant hosts. The butterfly 
larvae are attended by ants which protect them from predation in 
return for sweet food. To me, the leaves taste peppery. 


The full scientific name is Bursaria spinosa, but many of our local 
plants have no spines and have larger leaves than is common, 
so they have sometimes been called var. macrophylla. Bursaria 


spinosa can be a shrub 
or a small tree and its 
leaves can be very 
variable in size and 
shape. It will resprout 
from the base after fire, 
but can also ‘recruit’ 
between fires, which is 
unusual for a hard- 
leaved shrub. In 
November 2008 | 
noticed epicormic 
shoots on the trunk of 
one tree at Armstrongs 
Creek. A branch from a 
eucalypt had fallen on it, 
but it was otherwise 
healthy. Conditions are 
exceedingly dry, though, 
much drier than at the 
same time the previous 
year. Bursarias are slow growing but long-lived for a 'shrubby’' 
tree. They can survive up to 60 years. | suspect the ones on the 
ridge above the Barwon River at Pollocksford are much older. 
They were venerable 30 years ago. 
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Epicormic shoots on trunk of a 
Bursaria. Photo: Valda Dedman 





We commonly call this plant Sweet Bursaria. Its flowers have a 
delicate perfume and are a source of nectar for butterflies and 
many other insects such as flies and beetles. They are creamy 
stars, borne in terminal panicles and should be starting to flower 
this month, although in this exceptionally dry spring, there may 
be few blooms. In Tasmania bursarias are sometimes called 
Christmas Bush. The plant is often still in flower in February. 
Look out for it over the summer season. 
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Plant Group 


O nce again discussion on the Fabulous Fabaceae Project 
occupied most of our time at the meeting on 11 November. 


Helen has made good progress with contributions from Friends 
Groups et al. and the next stage is to invite district groups to 
become involved in this regional project. We would be pleased 
to hear from any person who can provide information on pea 
plants from Port Campbell to Werribee and from Bacchus 
Marsh to Camperdown. 


Further to a discussion on ferns prompted by a specimen 
brought by Dave, Polly is preparing a home-based propagation 
experiment. 





...Dick Southcombe 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 


Tuesday 10 March 2009 
Mark Imhof 


'Soils in the Geelong region' 





9 December 2008 
Excursion and picnic tea 


Meet at car park/picnic area on Surf Beach Drive, Torquay at 
4.00 pm. [Same place as in 2007. Refer to Melway map.] On 
this occasion we will complete the Spring Creek Estuary walk 
and move upstream for tea. Festive food is always appreciated. 
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What’s up? 


hile we have been watching the display of planets in the 

evening sky, NASA has been looking farther afield. On 14 
November, they announced that the Hubble Space Telescope 
had photographed a planet orbiting another star in our galaxy. 
The planet orbits Fomalhaut, the bright blue-white star almost 
directly overhead at sunset this month. It is the brightest star in 
the constellation Piscis Austrinus (the Southern Fish). Fomalhaut 
is a young star only 200 to 300 million years old, which means 
that it appeared in our sky during the Permian era. It is about 25 
light years away from Earth and is approximately twice as large 
as our Sun but 15 times brighter. 


In 2004, the Hubble Space Telescope detected a ring of dust and 
debris about 35 million kilometres in diameter around Fomalhaut 
and found evidence that one or more planets might be changing 
the motion of particles in the ring. High-resolution imaging 
showed a bright spot just inside the inner edge of the ring. When 
another image was made in 2008, the spot had changed 
position, proving that it was a planet slowly orbiting the star. The 
planet is one billion times fainter than the star so the light from 
the star had to be blocked before the planet became visible. The 


..Dean Hewish 


planet is thought to be roughly the size of Jupiter, but estimates 
are extremely uncertain at this time. 


To date, 326 planets have been discovered orbiting other stars. 
Most have been detected using indirect means, like 
measurements of the slight wobble their gravitational force 
imparts to the motion of their sun or the dimming of the light from 
a star as the planet passes in front of it. Most of the planets 
discovered so far are as large or larger than Jupiter, but smaller 
examples are turning up as detection methods are improving. 
Fomalhaut’s giant planet is the first to be discovered using 
photography in visible light. 


On the same day of November, another milestone was 
announced by Christian Marois and his team from the National 
Research Council of Canada’s Herzberg Institute of 
Astrophysics. They produced an image, taken in infrared light, of 
three planets orbiting the star HR 8799. It is the first direct picture 
of multiple planets in another solar system. 


All this information and more can be obtained from Wikipedia: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extrasolar_planet. 


Book review 
Geelong Bird Report 2007 


he 2007 Geelong Bird Report, as in past 

years, contains many extraordinary 
observations as well as comments on certain 
bird species. In all, about 286 species are 
included—a remarkable achievement by 
GFNC Bird Group members and others who 
have made their sightings available. 


One of the most significant events was the 
widespread irruption of Fuscous Honeyeaters 
in autumn and winter: hundreds were seen at 
Long Forest, while about 80 turned up at 
White Elephant Reserve. About the same 
time, small numbers of Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeaters were seen in the Brisbane 
Ranges and Long Forest, and Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeater numbers were unusually high at 
several sites. Musk, Purple-crowned and Little 
Lorikeets were also present at the places 
where there were good nectar flows. 


The sightings of White-throated Nightjars at Bald Hills and 
Werribee Gorge State Park were welcome. However the birds 
were not reported in the Brisbane Ranges, considered the local 
stronghold for the species. 


Unusual records for this year included a White-headed Pigeon at 
Lorne, a Fiordland Penguin that arrived on the beach at Moggs 
Creek, Eastern Ospreys at Lake Elizabeth in the Otways and at 
Black Rocks, an Eastern Koel at Ocean Grove, Peaceful Dove, 
Bell Miner and Painted Honeyeater. The male Gilbert's Whistler 
seen at Edwards Point was a long way from home! 


One interesting aspect of the sightings was the presence of at 
least nine birds that may be aviary escapes or perhaps birds 
deliberately released: Emu, Radjah Shelduck, Diamond Dove, 
Pale-headed Rosella, Turquoise Parrot, Superb Parrot, 
Australian Ringneck, Red-crowned Parakeet and Chestnut- 
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... revor Pescott 


breasted Mannikin. While some unusual 
sightings are obviously of vagrants, these are 
unlikely to be so. A friend admitted a few years 
ago to releasing Emus near Bambra in the hope 
of re-establishing them here, and the ringnecks 
already seem to have a feral population. 
Elsewhere in eastern Australia, mannikins 
similarly have become feral after aviary 
releases. 


Among the absentees recorded in previous 
years' lists but not in 2007—and there are few 
in this category—is the Australasian Bittern. 


In addition to the listed sightings and notes, the 
2007 report includes a fascinating paper by 
Marilyn Hewish on historical records from 
Werribee Gorge, giving details of the birds seen 
there by various people between the 1880s and 
1980. The second paper, by Dean Hewish, 
summarises the results of the GFNC survey of the Crested 
Shrike-tit in the Geelong region. 


Congratulations to all the observers who made their sightings 
available for the report. It is an important publication which, 
among other things, will give us a better understanding of how 
climate change will impact on birdlife in the years ahead. 


Finally, sincere thanks to Marilyn Hewish who has worked so 
hard as mentor, compiler and editor of the report. It is due to her 
meticulous attention to detail that this publication is of such a 
high standard. 


Copies of 2007 Geelong Bird Report may be purchased from the 
treasurer. Cost: $10 or $13 with postage. 


Rambling on 
Who or what is an Alarm Clock Squeaker? 
... Marilyn Hewish 


n 2006, Dean and | monitored the return of birds to woodlands _The book and website show that Alarm Clock Squeakers occur in 
burnt in the January wildfire in the Brisbane Ranges. Although coastal and subcoastal south-eastern Australia (NSW-Victoria). 
we focused on birds, we were fascinated by the recovery of the They are found in dry schlerophyll bushland, especially burnt 


whole ecosystem as plants regenerated and living things areas. Adults are seen from September to early January. They 
returned to the blackened landscape. Thus on 16 December are active, wary and fly very fast (| can vouch for that). Cicadas 
2006, we immediately noticed something new along lay their eggs in plant material and, on hatching, the young 
Durdidwarrah Road. Cicadas were calling—not just a few, but nymphs drop to the ground and tunnel below it. They feed on the 
from every tree. This was clearly an animal that didn’t just r = - = 





tolerate the burnt woodland; it thrived in it. 


I've never paid special attention to cicadas, but the songs of the 
common ones have been drilled into my brain from many 
summer visits to the bush. These were different. Out of curiosity, 

| tried to track the creatures down. | followed a song towards a 
burnt tree trunk but the sound stopped. | tried again—same 
result. Finally after much frustration, | found a pair mating ona 
tree trunk at my eye level. Their camouflage was amazing—black 
cicadas on black wood. The head and thorax were black with an 
obscure paler pattern; the abdomen was covered with narrow 
black and orange stripes; the wings had an orange-tinted leading 
edge; and the eyes were black. Typically I'd forgotten my 
camera, but | made a sketch in my notebook. There were also a 
few singing at the top of Switch Road but none at Geebung Track 
and Butchers Road. It seemed that Durdidwarrah Road, the most 
severely burnt of our sites, was the hot spot. 


As luck would have it, we called into Barwon Booksellers soon 
afterwards and | found the perfect book, Australian Cicadas 
(M.S. Moulds, 1990). | hadn't realised how many Australian 
cicadas are black with orange striped abdomens (lots and lots). 
However, the book contained a clue under Pauropsalta mneme: 
‘Adults favour the blackened branches and slender trunks of 
vegetation burnt in past years’. The common name of this cicada 
was given as ‘Ticker’. | thought back to the call. It started with a 
series of short deliberate 'ticks' followed by a fast buzz of several 
syllables. According to the website, The Cicadas of central 
eastern Australia (L.W. Popple, University of Queensland), the 
black cicada species are difficult to identify by sight, but the 
songs are diagnostic. This site has a sound recording. The song 
starts like the regular, slightly resonant ticking of an old- 
fashioned mechanical or pendulum clock. The website lists the 
species under the delightful name of Alarm Clock Squeaker. 


On 8 December 2007, almost a year later, | heard the song again 
on Spring Creek Track in the northern Brisbane Ranges. The 
wildfire had missed this area but there had been a control burn in 
April 2005 (information from ranger, Peter Box). Once again the 
songs were all around us. Once again, the calls stopped as we 
approached. The preference for burnt areas was dramatic. The 
calls stopped exactly at the boundary of the burnt and unburnt 
woodland—calls everywhere in the burnt area, no calls at all in 
the unburnt, as if there was a brick wall across the bush. At our 
Durdidwarrah Road site, we stood in the middle of a chorus. We 
couldn't see a single cicada. 


On 23 January 2008, we were back among the cicadas on 
Durdidwarrah Road. | glimpsed one silhouetted on a burnt stick. 
Suddenly it stopped calling and flew off so fast that | lost it. The 
call started up from the direction it had flown. Then one flew onto 
the dead flower stalk of a grass-tree, called and zipped off again. 
| realised that they weren't just falling silent when | approached. 
They were flying off so fast that | could only catch glimpses. 
Finally, one kept calling as | crept up a few inches at a time, 
barely moving. The song rang in my ears. | barely breathed as | 
scanned the trunk and finally spotted the black on black cicada, 
and then | had my photo. ... but appears in close-up. Photo: Marilyn Hewish 
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sap of small roots and shed their skin several times as they grow. 
Eventually the adult emerges and climbs upwards. They begin to 
sing in a few days. The adults live for only a few days or weeks. 


The lifestyle of an insect that prefers burnt areas Is interesting. 
They probably don't lay eggs randomly on the chance that a fire 
might come through. This would seem a long shot and eggs or 
nymphs might be killed by the fire. So the adults probably fly in at 
some time after the fire, sing, mate and lay eggs. Alarm Clock 
Squeakers are among the most mobile of cicadas and so are 
adapted to using unpredictable resources. Can they detect a fire 
from some distance away, or do they wander and hope? The 
adults were at Durdidwarrah Road in the first, second and third 


seasons after the wildfire: late 2006, 2007-2008 and late 2008. 
Our records from Spring Creek Track were in the third and fourth 
seasons after the control burn. After the first season, the adults 
could be either newly emerged at that site (from breeding in the 
previous season/s) or new adults flying in from elsewhere. 


| don't claim any entomological expertise, so | gave my photo to 
Catriona McPhee, Collection Manager in Entomology and 
Arachnology, Museum Victoria. She said it looked like an Alarm 
Clock Squeaker but we should make a sound recording so that 
the identification could be confirmed. On 9 November 2008, we 
did, and it was. 


Migratory shorebird population monitoring in Australia: 
Jo Oldiand and Ashley Herrod 
Bird Group meeting, 20 November 2008 


M any members of the Bird Group actively participate in 
regular shorebird counts. The talk given at the November 
meeting by Jo Oldland and Ashley Herrod concerning Birds 
Australia's new Shorebirds 2020 program was especially topical. 


Jo Oldland gave an overview of the problems facing wading birds 
that migrate between Australia and their breeding sites in the 
northern hemisphere. Recent radio-tracking of Bar-tailed Godwits 
showed the magnitude of the effort made by these birds. One of 
the monitored birds made a nine day non-stop flight across the 
Pacific Ocean from Alaska to New Zealand (a total of 11 600 
km). Similar tracking has been successfully applied to godwits 
that fly north from Australia through the Yellow Sea area. 


It is well known that shorebird numbers are progressively 
declining. Some of this decline may be caused by factors like 
climate change but major problems are caused by the high 
human population density around the Yellow Sea, the major 
staging area for the birds on their flights to and from Siberia. In 
particular, the most important tidal area used as a staging area, 
Saemangeum on the coast of Korea, has since 1991 been the 
site of a major land recreation project. The project has enclosed 
approximately 40 000 ha of tidal flats with barrages. The seawall 
has reduced the tidal range from 7 km to 1 km, which had a 
devastating impact on the ecology. The Australasian Wader 
Study Group (AWSG) and Birds Korea started the Saemangeum 
Shorebird Monitoring Program in order to determine the impact of 
the land reclamation on these shorebirds. Surveys were carried 
out in April-May in 2006, 2007 and 2008, with over 70 people 
from twelve countries participating. The final report has just been 
released and the results confirm a massive decline in the number 
of shorebirds using Saemangeum. These losses have not been 
compensated for by increases in shorebird numbers in other 
Korean sites and it is likely that most of the birds have died. In 
particular, it appears approximately 20 per cent of the world 
population of Great Knot appear to have died directly as a result 
of this project. The tenth meeting of the contracting parties to the 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (COP 10) was held between 
28 October and the 4 November 2008 in Changwon, Republic of 
Korea. Representatives from AWSG and Birds Australia attended 
the meeting. The government of the Republic of Korea made 
some concessions as a result of resolutions from the meeting, 
but no definite measures have yet been put into place to reverse 
the damage caused by the Saemangeum project. 


In Australia, regular shorebird counts are an important part of 
conservation efforts. The Shorebird Population Monitoring 
Program was developed by AWSG and funded between 1981 
and 1985. During the project, 15 000 visits were made to over 5 
800 locations (collecting 100 000 records), with regular counts at 
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..Dean Hewish 


29 sites. The program identified shorebird areas of international 
importance, including Ramsar sites. It mapped shorebird 
distribution and abundance across Australia and also allowed 
some analysis of population trends. However, the program had 
limitations. There was a lack of site continuity and not all sites 
were counted in the same way over time. Also, the sampling was 
not geographically representative and there were difficulties in 
assessing trends for key species. 


Analysis of 25 years of historical count data suggests that eight 
shorebird species are showing significant declines in parts of 
Australia and there is some evidence of decline in another six 
species. Within Australia, both migratory and resident shorebirds 
are under increasing pressure from coastal development and 
from water shortages in inland wetlands. With the increasing 
pressures faced by shorebirds along their flyway to and from the 
northern hemisphere, there is a growing need to provide 
compelling evidence of these declines, in order that decision 
makers can take action to protect the birds and their habitats 


In an effort to address these problems, Birds Australia has begun 
a program to improve the government awareness of the critical 
importance of Australia's wetlands for migratory shorebirds and 
to promote translation of that awareness into policy statements. 
The Shorebirds 2020 project aims to collect robust data on 
shorebird numbers in a manner that can be utilised to aid their 
conservation and management. Shorebirds 2020 is a Birds 
Australia and AWSG project, in partnership with the World 
Wildlife Fund Australia and the Australian Government, and has 
initially been funded until June 2009, with plans to continue for a 
further 3 years. The program was initiated in 2007 in response to 
growing worldwide concern over declining shorebird populations. 
It is designed to reinvigorate and facilitate the exceptional 
community effort put into monitoring Australia's migratory 
shorebirds up to now. 


The project also aims to provide an improved knowledge of 
shorebird population trends, improved understanding of the 
impact of changes in habitat and site management on 
shorebirds, and improved conservation and management of 
shorebirds and their habitats. To achieve these goals the project 
will attempt to increase the number of skilled shorebird counters 
active in Australia, increase the number of regularly monitored 
shorebird sites and provide a practical model for community- 
based shorebird monitoring suitable for use in East Asia. 


Ashley Herrod gave a summary of current efforts to improve the 
reliability of shorebird population monitoring in Australia. 
Evaluation of statistical factors affecting the reliability of shorebird 
population estimates have shown that the ability to detect 


population trends can be most effectively increased by 
monitoring more sites nationally. However, in order to properly 
detect site-based trends, count variation needs to be reduced. 


Variations in the annual count should be fairly low if population 
trends are to be detected. To detect a 50% change over 25 
years, for example, the variation in annual counts needs to 
average less than 20%, and to detect any kind of change over 
ten years the variation needs to drop to around 10%. Anyone 
who has done any counting knows it can be difficult to get within 
10% on consecutive days, let alone consecutive years. 
Therefore, the project coordinators are currently experimenting 
with increasing the count coverage and frequency to see if these 
measures help make the results as consistent as possible from 
year to year. Shorebird experts have identified prime sites 
around the country, some of which are considered to contain 
‘closed’ populations of birds that do not exchange with groups in 
other areas. 


As a component of the Commonwealth Government's approvals 
process for the Channel Deepening project in Port Phillip Bay, 
Birds Australia received money from the Port of Melbourne 


Corporation to fund a project that will identify ways to improve 
shorebird monitoring. The Port Phillip Ramsar site will be used as 
a study system. Along with the bird monitoring, high-resolution 
mapping of shorebird habitat in Port Phillip Bay will be carried 
out, movement patterns and habitat selection of shorebirds in 
Port Phillip Bay will be monitored by radio-telemetry and 
numbers of waterbirds breeding on Mud Islands will be 
documented. 


Annual shorebird counts will be increased from two to five for the 
duration of the study. Birds Australia is extremely grateful for the 
effort that the GNFC, the VWSG, Bellarine BOCA and all other 
volunteers put in every year. They are hoping that the three 
additional counts will provide them with the data they need to 
answer important questions and improve population trend 
estimates nationally. 


The results will allow Birds Australia to provide planning advice to 
councils and influence government policy makers in the future. 
Information about the project, training materials and resources 
for counters can be accessed through the website; 
www.shorebirds.org.au. 


What else has been seen? 


Marbled Gecko, one small individual amongst firewood at 
Yaugher that probably had come from Belmont where 
they are plentiful, on 31/10/08. (TP) 

Marbled Gecko 2:00pm 19/10/08 under timber in backyard shed 
Rugby St Belmont (Brett Smith) 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti, at least six on 
Yollinko boardwalk on 24/11/08. (TP) (see photo) 

Southern Water Skink Eulamprus tympanum, Steiglitz, one 
beneath rock beside creek below courthouse on 05/11/08. 
(SI, TP) 


Lowland Copperhead, observed crossing cycle path at Jerringot White's Skink Egernia whiteii, Steiglitz, one basking at base of 


on 04/11/08. (Lance Brequet per TP) 

Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti, many small 
individuals along the Anakie Gorge path below Stony Ck 
picnic ground on 05/11/08 . (SI, TP) 
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White's Skink, Steiglitz 5/11/08. 
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Photo: Trevor Pescoit 





tree stump on 05/11/08. (SI, TP) (see photo) 

Grass Skink Lampropholis guichenoti, Waterhole Tk, 
Brisbane Ranges, 1 in woodland on 9/11/08. (MHe) 
Common Blue-tongue Tiliqua scincoids, Anakie Gorge E end, 
1 among rocks in dry creek bed on 6/11/08 (MHe) 

Pobblebonk (Banjo) Frog Limnodynastes dumerili, heard 
calling, Anakie Gorge below Stony Ck picnic ground on 
05/11/08. (SI, TP) 

Common Froglet Ranidella signifera, heard calling, Anakie 
Gorge below Stony Ck picnic ground on 05/11/08. (SI, 
TP) 

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle, 1 hatchling at Serendip on 
05/10/08, dropped by White-winged Chough at nest. The 
turtle fell from some height, and was assumed dead. He 
was bought back as a curiosity, but on inspection was 
found to be alive. He is now in care, apparently in good 
health, eating well, and due to be released during 
November. Probably only a few days old (his umbilicus— 
the point of connection to the egg—was still evident as a 
whitish area on his belly), his shell measured 25 mm on 
the long side, and was not fully hardened. He was 
released back to his home at Serendip on 24/11/08. He 
had grown from 25 mm shell (long side) to 34 mm shell 
(long side), and the shell had hardened and become 
visibly segmented. His head and neck had grown 
enormously and become more muscular. While in care 
he ate Blood Worms and small pond life from Lake 
Serendip. (See photo) (Paul) 

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle, 1 at Serendip, on 30/10/08, 60 m 
from lake edge, walking towards water, stopped. Checked 
again later but was gone. Shell <25cm long. (Martin) 

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle, 2 at Serendip on 7/11/08, two 
separate sightings about 50 m apart, both out of water, 
both very active. It was raining at the time (approx 15.00). 
(Martin) 

Sac Spider Miturga ?gilva, several in their dense, complex 
webs under wood on the ground at the Moolap Salt-works 


Geelong Naturalist December 2008 9 


but not in such large 
numbers. (VWD) 

Hoverflies, on Kangaroo Apples 
along Waurn Ponds 
Creek on 23/10/08. (CJo) 

Common Spotted Ladybird 
Harmonia conformis, 
feeding on thrip infesting 
a Kangaroo Apple in the 
garden on 27/10/08. All 
stages of development 
were present. (see 
photos on this page and 
next) (LPh) 

Blue Box, Long Forest, Long 
Point on 4/11/08. 
Flowering early this year 
(MHe) 

Balm Mint-bush Prostanthera melissifolia Kalimna Falls Tk off 
Sheoaks PG, Lorne, fowering on 13/11/08, a beautiful 
display (MHe) 

Grass Triggerplant, first flowers at Yaugher on 01.11.08. (TP) 

Southern Sea-heath, Point Henry on 24/11/08. Sprawling, with 
small white or pink flowers. Widespread in places. (JHu) 

Creeping Monkey, a few flowering at Pt Henry on 24/11/08. 
Mudhugging, attractive mauve flowers. (JHu) 

Koala, 1 at Serendip on 11/11/08, a male resident on north side 
of Lake Serendip, bellowing. (Jo) 

Swamp Wallaby , 1 in You Yangs, Red Gum Gully carpark on 
22/11/08, feeding on Cherry Ballart. (Martin) 

Echidna, 2 on Great Ocean Road between Loch Ard Gorge 
and Port Campbell on 23/11/08, separate sightings on 
roadside. (Martin) 

— = r ee ee n Echidna, 1, London Bridge, walking on path on 12/10/08 Jo/ 

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle 30/10/08 Martin) 

Photo: Paul per Janine Duffy Echidna, 1, Sandy Cove, 2 m off track, on 18/10/08 (Jo) 





Hoverfly Photo: Craig Jones 








i C 


[The mammal records above arrived too late to be included in 
Trevor's mammal report on p. 16. Editor] 


Observers: Brett Smith; CJo, Craig Jones; JHu, Joe Hubbard; Jo 
per Janine Duffy; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; Martin per Janine Duffy; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; Paul per Janine Duffy; SI, Shona Innes; 
TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


Sac Spider Photo: Trevor Pescott 


on 24/11/08. (Thanks Dave King for confirming identity) 
(TP) (See photo) 

Dragonflies, Geelong Botanic Gardens on 2/11/08. Numerous. 
Pair in mating wheel and tandem positions laying eggs in 
pond. Unusual coloration. Male all red, female greyish. 
Fiery Skimmers? Hobby dashing about—maybe 
dragonfly chasing. (JHu) 

Alarm Clock Squeaker cicada Pauropsalta mneme Waterhole 
Tk, Brisbane Ranges, 1 short song in burnt area on 
9/11/08; also 4-5 along Buckshot Tk and 2 along Spring 
Creek Tk (MHe) (See article p. 7) 

European Wasp, sipping at the toothpaste /sweat residue onthe ‘rip on Kangaroo Apple, 27/10/08, food for ladybirds. 
handle of Jim's toothbrush in the bathroom on 25/11/08 Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
(VWD) 

Hoverflies, lots around the garden, more than usual, on 
12/11/08. Hot and sunny. They are still around, (26 Nov) 
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Common Spotted Ladybird, instar, eating thrips on Kangaroo Common Spotted Ladybird, instar, eating thrips on Kangaroo 
Apple, Highton 27/10/08. Photo: Lorraine Phelan Apple, Highton 27/10/08. Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Common Spotted Ladybird, instar, eating thrips on Kangaroo 
Apple, Highton 27/10/08. Photo: Lorraine Phelan Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





Greenish Grass-dart on paspalum, Drysdale. m ] 
Photo: Gordon McCarthey Forest Brown, Sheoaks Picnic Ground. Photo: Dean Hewish 
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Butterfly report November 2008 


...Valda Dedman 


Heath Ochre 9/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Tk |4—5 feeding at flowers of Bent Goodenia 
Heath Ochre 9/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Buckshot Tk |1 feeding at flowers of Bent Goodenia 


Heath Ochre 10/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Tk |8 feeding at flowers of Bent Goodenia and Common Rice- |MHe 
flower 


MHe 


T 
D 


Heath Ochre 10/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Buckshot Tk |2 feeding at flowers of Bent Goodenia and Common Rice- |MHe 
flower, 1 basked in sun on track 
Varied Sedge-skipper 10/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Tk |1 feeding at flowers of Common Rice-flower MHe 
off Lease Rd 


11/11 |Highton North Valley Rd 1 flying around garden flowers, 1320 edst VWD 
16/11 |Drysdale 1 on paspalum (photo previous page) 
4/11 |Long Forest, Long Point Tk 3 flew along creek valley; 1 fed at flowers of Yellow Box MHe 


13/11 |Kalimna Falls Tk, Sheoak PG, flying at mid canopy level, often around flowering Musk |MHe 
Lorne Daisy-bush 
15/11 |Melton, Bunnings carpark 1 flew through, a few eucalypts in carpark but not obviously/MHe 
flowering 
29/10 |Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk 1 fluttered high around mistletoe in tall mallee (no flowers), |MHe 
1 flew through treetops in mallee woodland 


4/11 |Long Forest, Long Point Tk 2 flew along creek valley 
13/11 |Aireys Inlet lighthouse 4 flying around over coastal scrub on headland MHe 


Caper White 29/10 |Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk flew through at low level in mallee, travelling NW, settled |MHe 
briefly on low twig 

Caper White 4/11 |Long Forest, Long Point Tk 2 flew W in mallee woodland; 1 flew S in Grey Box 
woodland 


Caper White 5/11 |Brisbane Ranges Stony Creek picnic ground, several fluttered through. 

Caper White 6/11 |Shelford 1 on banks of Leigh River, 1400 edst 

Caper White 9/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Tk |2 flew N through woodland MHe 

Caper White 16/11 |Koallah 2 flew S, GFNC excursion 

Cabbage White 16/11 |Koallah GFNC excursion 
P 


Meadow Argus 10/11 |Brisbane Ranges, Buckshot Tk |feeding at flower of Bent Goodenia MHe 
Hutchinson's block, Swan Bay Rd 
near Grubb Rd 


Meadow Argus 25/11 1 TP 
Australian Painted Lady | 31/10 )Yaugher Several seen late afternoon in brief spell of sunshine after |TP 
a day of light rain. 


Australian Painted Lady | 14/11 |McLeods Waterholes 1 feeding on Cape Weed 
Australian Painted Lady | 4/11 |Long Forest, Long Point Tk 2 on track in mallee 


Forest Brown 13/11 |Sheoaks PG, Lorne, Nature Walk|10 flying through forest and resting on track (photo MHe 
& Kalimna Falls Tk previous page) 
Common Brown 25/11 |Hutchinson's block, Swan Bay Rd]1 male TP 
near Grubb Rd 
Chequered Copper 4/11 |Long Forest, North-west block |2 females rested in short grass with wings up and then MHe 
opened them in sun 


Common Grass-blue 9/11 |McLeods Waterholes Several feeding on cape weed GMc 
Common Grass-blue 13/11 |Aireys Inlet lighthouse 3 on nature strip 


Yellow Admiral 25/11 |Hutchinson's block, Swan Bay Rd}1 TP 
near Grubb R 


Observers: DK, Dave King; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TP, Trevor Pescott, VWD, Valda Dedman 
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Excursion and survey—Koallah 
16 November 2008 


even Club members and one visitor joined Neil at the 

Pomborneit turnoff to head into Lois Dupleix's property at 
Koallah, in the stony rises country. Although the wind was a little 
chilly, once into the sheltered area behind the ‘barriers’, as the 
stony rises are known locally, we started to warm up as we set 
about our separate pursuits—some hunting for insects, some 
photographing moths, some noting birds, and a plant team 
working up and over the stony rises and down into the swales 
playing ‘spot the natives’. 


The property has been grazed, and although the cattle tracks 
were a helpful way of negotiating through the denser 
undergrowth under the Manna Gums and Blackwoods, the stock 
had also done an excellent job of spreading a wide range of 
grassy weeds. 


The ‘stony rises' are some of the youngest flows in the Newer 
Volcanics of the Western Volcanic Plains, with K-Ar and 
radiocarbon dates indicating ages of less than 1 Ma for stony 
rises flows and many eruptions less than one hundred thousand 
years old (Birch 2003, p. 553). The flows at Koallah were from 
nearby Mt Porndon which is the main cone of a volcanic complex 
of lava flows, tuff deposits and scoria cones and craters (DPI 
2008). The ridges and channels of the stony rises were formed 
when still-liquid lava broke through the congealed skin of the lava 
flow and drained away, and the skin sagged and collapsed. 
Some of the stony rises are tongues of lava that broke out from 
the lava sheet, and distinct lobes or fingers of lava can be seen 
at the outermost edge of the lava field where the flows run out on 
to the floor of Lake Corangamite. 


The stony rises typically have irregular stony surfaces, thin soils 
and woodland cover. The predominant understorey plant under 
the huge Manna Gums and Blackwoods at Koallah is bracken 
with an assortment of native and introduced grasses, scattered 
shrubs such as Bursaria, Kangaroo Apple and Cassinias, and, 
sadly, some solid thistle patches. Perhaps the highlights for the 
botanists were a wonderful patch of Clematis on a north facing 
ridge slope, the Cassinias with pink buds and flowers and a 
magnificent at least 10 m high Cherry Ballart in fruit (delicious!). 


For the team chasing birds and moths, the highlight was 
undoubtedly the two koalas! They heard an occasional weird 
loud wailing noise from the shrubbery. Not sure whether it was a 
bird, animal or person, they followed it up, and a koala scuttled 
up a short burnt tree stump and made a sound just like the one 
they had heard, quite unlike the more familiar grunting. As they 
were admiring it, they noticed another animal on the ground right 
next to it. This one climbed a tall Manna Gum—it was amazing 
how it got purchase on the smooth trunk. Some more research 
may be needed to determine if this was an amorous or 
aggressive interaction. In addition to the koalas, a pair of Striated 
Pardalotes was seen entering and leaving a hollow 4 m up in the 
trunk of a Manna Gum and a Yellow-faced Honeyeater was 
sitting on a nest with 3 young, 1 m up ina Tree Violet. 


Of the relatively few invertebrates to be found, the most 
spectacular, from the ‘aesthetic’ point view, was a female Wolf 
Spider Lycosa godefforyi. Of the more diminutive insects was an 
interesting species of ant. These are a species of Heteroponera 
that have a sculptured integument and live in communities that 
rarely exceed some 200 individuals. 


The Victorian stony rises basalt flows were preceded by earlier 
periods of volcanic activity, including the formation of maar 
volcanoes as lava moved up through water-laden sediments, 


...Deborah Evans 


creating super-heated steam, which in turn resulted in explosive 
eruptions leaving wide, shallow craters, with rims of gently 
dipping, fine-grained tuff material. Many of these maar craters 
are now shallow lakes such as nearby Lake Purrumbete which 
we chose as our lunch spot, free from the flies and with lovely 
views of Great Crested Grebes and a range of other water birds. 


Thanks to Neil and Lois for giving us a chance to explore this 
woodland community and its surrounding volcanic features. 





n = S Tir . 
Wolf spider Lycosidae godeffroyi, showing the typical eye 
pattern. Photo: Dave King 





A moth that was in large numbers at Koallah. This illustrates 
the well developed proboscis coiled under the head. 
Photo: Dave King 
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Birch, W.D. (ed.) (2003) Geology of Victoria, Geological Society 
of Australia, Special Publication 23. 

DPI (2008) http:/www.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/coranregn.nsf/ 


pages/corangamite eruption points porndon, accessed 
21 November 2008. 


( Cont.) 
13 


Geelong Naturalist December 2008 


Bird list—Koallah & 
Lake Purrumbete 


Plant list—Koallah 


Mosses 


Parmellia, Cladonia spp. Lichens, various 
(some fruiting) 


Adiantaceae Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Rock Fern 
Dennstaedtiaceae | Pteridium esculentum Austral Bracken 
Apiaceae emlock 


Koallah 
Stubble Quail 
Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Striated Pardalote 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Noisy Miner 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Grey Fantail 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Little Raven 
Skylark 
Brown Songlark 
Silvereye 

(27 species) 

Compiled by Marilyn Hewish 


I 


Asteraceae Slender Thistle 
Common Cassinia 
Spear Thistle 
Capiioaceze 
Crassulaceae 
Fabaceae 


Gentianaceae 
Geraniaceae 
Lamiaceae 


Mimosaceae Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 


Vicia tetrasperma 


Myrtaceae Eucalyptus viminalis 


Lake Purrumbete 

Musk Duck 

Black Swan 

Chestnut Teal 

Great Crested Grebe 
Australian Pelican 
Eurasian Coot 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
(8 species) 
Compiled by Ton Schat 


Ky a rN 
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£ Ai 


Loranthaceae Amyema pendula Drooping Mistletoe 
Eucalyptus viminalis x ovata Manna/Swamp Gum 
hybrid 


Pittosporaceae 
Poaceae 


* 
* 
Trifolium subterraneum* Subterranean Clover 
Slender Vetch 
* 
Briza maximus* Large Quaking-grass 
i. * 
* 





Cynosurus echinatus Rough Dog’s-tail 
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog 


olium perenne Perennial Rye-grass 
Poa labillardierei Common Tussock 


Primulaceas Pimpernel 
Ranunculaceae Mountain Clematis 
Rubiaceae Cleavers 
Santalaceae Cherry Ballart 
Solanaceae Black Nightshade 


Solanum laciniatum Large Kangaroo Apple 


Violaceae Melicytus dentatus Tree Violet 


* Introduced species 
1. From Greg Farmer per John James 
Plant list compiled by Valda Dedman 





m 


Medicago polymorpha 


Longicorn beetle on bursaria. 
Photo: Valda dedman 





Mammal list—Koallah Moth list—Koallah 

Koala, 2 Family Geometridae, Chrysolarentia insulsata, very common 

Black Wallaby, 1 (hundreds), quite variable in the intensity of their patterns. 
Family Arctiidae, Magpie or Senecio moth, Nyctemera amicus, 


Butterfly list—Koallah one specimen. 


Cabbage White A third species, as yet unidentified, in low numbers. 
Caper White 


Compiled by Marilyn Hewish 


The invertebrate list will be included in a future Geelong 
Naturalist. 
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A very tall Exocarpus. 


Photo: Neil McInnes 
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Deborah trying to estimate the height of the Exocarpos. Note 


the height of the thistles. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


Koala at Koallah 


FGBG Christmas Get-together 


The Friends of the Geelong Botanic Gardens’ annual 
Christmas get-together in the Gardens is being held at 
5.30pm. Monday 8th December on the Oak Lawn. We would 
love you to join us as we celebrate the achievements of the 
Friends’ over the past year. All refreshments provided. 


RSVP: 1st December 2008 
Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Ph. 5222 6053 
Email: friendsgog@sunet.com.au 
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Mammal report 
... /revor Pescott 


Mammal Atlas additions...echidna, phascogale, possum, rat, seal, fox. 


Short-beaked Echidna 
Short-beaked Echidna 
Short-beaked Echidna 
Brush-tailed Phascogale 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Common Ringtail Possum 
Water Rat 

Water Rat 

Water Rat 

Australian Fur Seal 

Red Fox 


30.10.08 
10.11.08 


1 Barwon Heads/Bluestone School Rds, Connewarre 
{ 
18.11.08 1 
{ 
{ 


Princes Hwy, 15 km from Winchelsea 
Waurn Ponds 

East Road, Sheoaks at 9.30 pm 
Leopold 

Yaugher at 10.00 pm 

Yaugher 

Upstream of Queens Park Bridge 
Opposite end Moorabool Street, in Corio Bay at 10.00 pm 
Yollinko, in Barwon River at 11.00 am 
On rocks at Eastern View 

Cape Otway Road at Fultons Lane 


19.11.08 
01.10.08 
07.11.08 
21.11.08 
31.10.08 
02.11.08 
23.11.08 
09.11.08 
21.11.08 


Observers: CMcD, Cathy McDonald; CWn, Carol Wilson; GGi ,Gary Gibson; JHg, Jim Higgins; JN, John Newman; KWn, Ken Wilson; RT, Rosemary 


Turner; SQ, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott 


he presence of Short-beaked Echidnas in open farmland 

always comes as a surprise, yet | suppose it should not, as 
they are nomadic animals that have very large home-ranges of 
up 70 ha. As Peter Menkhorst notes in Mammals of Victoria 
'(they) occur in a greater range of habitats than perhaps any 
other Australian mammal.’ Because they usually prop and begin 
to ‘dig-in' when danger threatens, they are particularly vulnerable 
to motor vehicles should they be crossing a road. The animal 
reported by Gary Gibson had been road-killed. Jim Higgins’ 
sighting was of an animal beside the creek-valley off Cochranes 
Road in Waurn Ponds, not far from where Jo Heatlie saw one (at 
Deakin University) on 08.03.08. 


The Brush-tailed Phascogale seen by Cathy McDonald was 
climbing on the roof of her house in East Road, Sheoaks, and 
was seen clearly in the light of a full moon. She notes that the 
phascogales are more often seen at the end of December, 
perhaps when the young have become active. The large-scale 
search for phascogales early this year was cancelled due to 
heavy rain on the weekend before the search was to occur— 
hopefully it will be carried out early in 2009. 


Common Ringtail Possums are one of the most widespread of 
our native mammals, and seem to have adapted well to 
suburban life. Jo Heatlie kept notes of the possums she noted at 
her home in Leopold from December 2005 to the end of 2007, 
providing a great insight into the behaviour of the animals. The 
report from Carol and Ken Wilson, from a different part of 
Leopold from Jo's, was of a possum that had drowned in a water 


tank! They had seen other ringtails in their garden in the past, but 


deplored the heavy loss due to predation by a neighbour's cat. 
Ringtails are also frequent road-victims, so Polly Cutcliffe's note 


happens in the breeding season, but it seems a bit strange that 
they go over amongst the traffic rather than under. Wonder about 
some sort of possum-friendly mechanism for crossing more 
safely.' And as a footnote to Craig Morley's discovery of two 


orphaned possums in the pouch of their dead mother (November | | 


Geelong Naturalist), although given care by a vet, they survived 
for several days, but died within hours of each other. The 
Yaugher observations came partly from the Pescotts' dog, 
Waggs, that barks frantically each time the ringtails run across 
the roof of the house at night. More in hope than certainty, | 
erected two wooden nest-boxes in the bush behind the house at 
Yaugher, and was astonished to find one occupied by a ringtail 
within two weeks of it being placed. There may be a severe 
possum housing-shortage, hence their use of our roof, so | will 
place other nest-boxes as soon as | can. Some time ago, | found 
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the remains of a ringtail near the house—predator unknown—so 
| was interested in a note from Dave King about his finding some 
remains at Abervale in Grovedale also of a ringtail. 


The several sightings of Water Rats are interesting as both those 
from the Barwon River refer to animals swimming in the river, 
then apparently entering burrows in the bank. The one seen by 
Stuart Quick swam in the river ‘until it disappeared against the 
river bank under a large Red Gum’. Another that Rosemary 
Turner watched went under the fishing platform at Yollinko. While 
it is generally assumed from anecdotal information that Water 
Rats inhabit Corio Bay, there are few dated sightings, so that 
made by Stuart Quick is appreciated. Other reports are more 
vague in time—Alex Shackleton said several were disturbed 
during work on the rock-beaching near St Helens beach, and 
Dale Jennings told me of one found dead on the beach at 
Moorpanyal Park. 


John Newman's photograph of an Australian Fur Seal on the 
rock-platform between Eastern View and Lorne is of a yearling, 
according to Peter Menkhorst. 


Finally the fox...it was a road-killed young animal, the first | have 
found this year but no doubt the first of many as they start to 
explore the world outside the environs of their den. 


(| have some very interesting observations of Fallow Deer, and | 
will note these in the next issue of Geelong Naturalist.) 


sisal tee E 
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Australian Fur Seal on rocky platform between Eastern View 
and Lorne. Photo: John Newman 





Mammal Trapping, Drysdale 
03-06 November 2008 


GPS 38 11.705S 144 33.232E Alt. 97m 
DSE Permit No. 10003784 


he sighting of a small mammal by volunteers working in the 

Community Nursery off Belchers Lane, Drysdale, and the 
presence of a small patch of remnant Manna Gum woodland 
adjacent to the nursery, suggested some small mammal 
potential. There is also a small, well-planted and created wetland 
next to the plant propagating sheds. 


Because the mammal was seen in one of the sheds, five small 
Elliott traps were set there, another five were around the wetland, 
and 10 were set in a transect through the remnant woodland. 
They were in place for three nights. 


The bait used was the standard peanut butter, honey and 
oatmeal mix. 


We were unsuccessful in our attempts, with a nil result, however 
some scats found were probably Black Rat Rattus rattus. 
(Adjacent to the nursery are some large poultry cages, and a 
feed shed where there are several cages containing guinea-pigs, 


.. Trevor Pescott 


so the presence of rats was not unexpected.) The identity of the 
small mammal that was seen remains unknown. 

Other fauna seen: 

European Rabbit, common. 

Common Froglet, calling from the wetland. 


Birds: 
Straw-necked Ibis Magpie-lark 
Brown Goshawk Willie Wagtail 
Spotted Turtle-Dove Grey Butcherbird 
Galah Little Raven 


Rainbow Lorikeet (nesting) 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 

Noisy Miner 


Common Starling 
Common Myna 


Thanks to Matt Crawley and the Community Nursery volunteers 
for their help. 


Trevor Pescott for Mammal Survey Group. 


Next mammal trapping 
Hutchinson's Block 


Following on from the mid-week Bird Group excursion to Hutchinson's block on Swan Bay Road in September—see Geelong 
Naturalist Vol 44 No 7, November 2008—Tom Fletcher suggested it would be a good idea to do a mammal survey there as well. 


Owners Brenda and Peter Smith agreed, so we have set the following times: (Apologies for the short notice!) 


Wednesday 3 December 2.00 pm, set traps. 
Thursday 4—Saturday 6 December 8.00 am, check traps. 


Meeting place: corner of Grubb Road and Swan Bay Road. 


During a brief inspection of the property on 20/11/08, Brenda and Peter showed us some photographs they had taken recently at 
the site. Included were Koala, Blotched Bluetongue Lizard and Spotted Marsh Frog. We also saw the following butterflies: Yellow 


Admiral, Meadow Argus, Common Brown and Cabbage White. 


Please let me know if you are able to attend. 


Trevor Pescott for Mammal Survey Group. Email: ppescott@optusnet.com.au 


Grassland Earless Dragon surveys 


The Grassland Earless Dragon Tympanocryptis pinguicolla, a 
dragon lizard, is a Nationally Threatened Species of the 
Grassland Community. All records of this species in southern 
Victoria are from rocky native grasslands with sparse or absent 
tree cover. They shelter in invertebrate burrows or under surface 
rocks. 


There were five sightings in Victoria between 1988 and 1990 
(Merri Creek, Jackson Creek and Little River Gorge). Intensive 
surveys at these sites since 1994 failed to detect the lizard. To 
effectively conserve and manage the Grassland Earless Dragon 
we must first determine the extent of known populations and 
locate new ones, determine the habitat management 
requirements and define and map suitable habitat. 


DSE will be undertaking a number of surveys to determine the 
species' current distribution and status. 


Spider Tube surveys—January, February, March and April, 
these will run twice a week at 6 different sites (100 tubes at each 


site). These surveys are passive traps which imitate spider 
burrows that the dragons shelter in. This is the main survey that | 
will be needing help with. This survey will start up the first week 
of January. 


Burrowscope surveys—January, February, March and April, 
these will run once a week at a variety of different sites over the 
greater Geelong area and Wyndham. There is only one 
burrowscope so people can join me but it is not a job that 
requires a lot of people. 


Rock rolling surveys—May and June, at a variety of different 
sites over the greater Geelong area and Wyndham. The more 
people the better. 


Anyone interested in helping with surveys can contact Donna 
McMaster. 


Donna McMaster, 

Threatened Species, Colac 

Department of Sustainability and Environment, 
Phone: 03 5233 5589 / 04 2780 7434 
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Wedge-tailed Eagles and ibis 


ecently, huge flocks of Straw-necked Ibises have been 

feeding in paddocks between Barwon Downs and 
Birregurra. They have been attracted by the Red-headed 
Cockchafers Adoryphorus coulonii which have caused immense 
damage to pasture. One flock of ibis probably contained 1000+ 
birds, and a similar-sized flock was across the road, in another 
paddock. 


The ibis is often called "The Farmer’s Friend’. Their long bills 
probe down into the soil and take the cockhafers which eat the 
roots of the grasses. lbises are nomadic, and range widely 
across Australia. They used to breed on Vaughans Island in Lake 
Corangamite, but the foxes wiped them out. Other breeding 
colonies have existed at Wool Wool Rocks, Cundare Pool and 
Lake Martin. In recent years they have nested at Reedy Lake, 
near Connewarre. 


We have not had many ibises in our paddock, although, this 
morning, a small flock flew over. We were alerted to their 


..John James, Barwon Downs 


presence by the alarm calls of some white cockatoos, several 
magpies and a couple of ravens. The cockies took off and, as we 
watched, all hell broke loose. A Wedge-tailed Eagle had arrived 
on the scene, grabbed one of the ibis, brought it to ground, 
landing in the paddock. It then proceeded to eat the ibis for 
breakfast. Naturally, all the other birds departed post haste, 
except for two magpies, which drove the eagle’s mate off, before 
returning to harass the ravens. Wedge-tailed Eagles often hunt in 
groups, and | wonder if this pair of eagles are responsible for 
taking the goslings each year from the nest on the island in the 
middle of the dam on 'King Valley Farm' which is situated just 
over the ridge from our place. 


| rather fancy they will miss out on the goslings next year, as | 
have just heard that last week they took the goose, as well as her 
eggs. | expect the gander is grieving. However, | think we must 
forgive them, as Wedge-tails feed mainly on rabbits and carrion, 
and, how majestic they look feeding on a carcass. And how 
spectacular they are, aloft, soaring on the thermals. 


Bird observations November 2008 


B alyang Sanctuary was extensively modified over a year ago 
and it seems that the waterbirds have appreciated the 
changes. Bryant has been monitoring several species at the site 
including Buff-banded Rail, Australian Spotted Crake, Latham’s 
Snipe, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo and Crested Pigeon. 
Species recorded breeding include Australasian Grebe, Eurasian 
Coot and Crested Shrike-tit. Further down river, at Jerringot, a 
Baillon’s Crake has been regularly seen near the bird hide. Also 
in urban Geelong, two Little Egrets have returned to the nesting 
tree in the grounds of the Geelong Grammar School that was 
used for nesting in previous years. 


Flocks of Straw-necked Ibis have been seen moving about the 
district. There is a large colony at Mud Island and also a colony 
at Serendip. Are there any other nesting sites locally? The Arctic 
Jaeger is seen mainly in the summer months. Craig reported a 
bird seen at Point Lonsdale this month, but they may also be 
seen by observers in any area of Port Phillip Bay. A bird that is 
rarely seen near the bay at this time of year is the Flame Robin. 
The record of a male bird from the mouth of the Little River is 
most unusual as they normally have migrated to higher altitudes 
(or the You Yangs) by now. The presence of a Powerful Owl in 
the Ironbark Basin was detected by the white-wash under a tree 


Species 
Freckled Duck 


Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 


... Barry Lingham 


and the gruesome remains of a partly eaten possum in the tree. 
It has been some time since they have been seen at this site. 
White-browed Woodswallows continue to be seen after days with 
northerly winds. Hopefully they will settle somewhere in the 
district to attempt breeding. The delightful call of the White- 
throated Gerygone is rarely heard in the Geelong area, but it 
occasionally visits drier parts in spring. The sighting of this 
species at Long Point has thrilled Marilyn, Dean, Ton and Laura 
and added another species to the extensive list for the Long 
Forest. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. All 
records will be published in the annual Geelong Bird Report. 


Observers: BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, 
Bernie Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; GFNC, 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, 
Graeme Possingham; HS, Hans Streefkerk; JDy, Janine Duffy; 
JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; KC, Kay Campbell; 
LPh, Lorraine Phelan; LSt, Laura Stenzler; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; 
MHz, Maarten Hulzebosch; PC, Pollyt Cutcliffe; PSt, Pat 
Streefkerk; RGa, Rob Ganley; SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; TSc, Ton Schat; 


Observer 
BL, BML 


Comments 


McLeods Waterholes, Drysdale. 


Australian Shelduck 
heads. 

Australian Wood Duck 

Pink-eared Duck 


Point Lonsdale Lighthouse, flying E at 0615, well out from the 


Balyang Sanctuary, a pair. Departed by 13/11. 
Stephens Rd, Bannockburn, on ponds. 


Serendip, a wild pair. 


Hardhead 
Australasian Grebe 


Balyang Sanctuary. 
Balyang Sanctuary, sitting on new nest. A pair building a nest 


at S end of the sanctuary on 13/10. 


6+ 


Hoary-headed Grebe 


Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove, three nests. 


2 McLeods Waterholes, An adult with one young. 


Short-tailed Shearwater Several 


Point Addis, off-shore. 


1 Barwon estuary, swimming near Barwon Heads jetty. 


1000s 
Little Egret 2 
Glossy Ibis 1 
Ibis sp. 2000+ 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Brolga 


Point Lonsdale Lighthouse, at 0640. 

Geelong Grammar, first at nesting tree this season. 
Lake Lorne, Drysdale, in grassy area near shoreline. 
Serendip, still nesting. 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown, a juvenile bird. 

Balyang Sanctuary. Also 23/10, 24/10. 

Winchelsea, with a nest in wetland. 


Alcoa weilands, Pt Henry. 
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Species 
Buff-banded Rail 


Baillon's Crake 


Australian Spotted Crake 
Spotless Crake 

Dusky Moorhen 
Black-tailed Native-hen 


Eurasian Coot 
Latham's Snipe 


Marsh Sandpiper 


Common Sandpiper 
Sooty Oystercatcher 
Black-winged Stilt 


Black-fronted Dotterel 


Arctic Jaeger 
Long-billed Corella 


Pallid Cuckoo 
Powerful Owl 


Tawny Frogmouth 
Sacred Kingfisher 


Rainbow Bee-eater 


Brown Treecreeper 
Speckled Warbler 
White-throated Gerygone 


Black-chinned Honeyeater 
Jacky Winter 
Scarlet Robin 


Flame Robin 

Rose Robin 

Spotted Quail-thrush 
Satin Flycatcher 
White-winged Triller 


Olive-backed Oriole 


Masked Woodswallow 
White-browed Woodswallow 


Australian Raven 
Zebra Finch 
Diamond Firetail 


Brown Songlark 


Number 


everal 


D- N- fp AH HSH ASB ASB SB SB SB |S PO Md 


aR DN 
OF +F 
F N 


200+ 
50+ 
80+ 


20+ 
10+ 
200+ 
24+ 


he — — 





Date 
5/11 
10/11 
11/11 
18/10 
18/10 
11/11 
18/10 
11/11 
24/10 
13/10 


11/11 
27/10 
28/10 
29/10 
1/11 

18/10 
15/11 
29/11 
1/11 

27/10 
28/10 
27/10 
28/10 
7/11 

7/11 

1/11 

12/10 
21/10 
26/10 
16/10 


23/10 
11/11 
14/11 
22/11 
23/10 
28/10 
1/11 
9/11 
4/11 


4/11 

13/11 
1/11 

14/11 
20/11 
13/11 
10/11 
15/11 
10/11 
17/10 
18/10 
18/10 
2/11 

21/11 
11/10 
8/11 

18/10 
18/10 
18/10 
19/10 
25/10 
10/11 
12/11 
13/11 
13/11 
21/11 
7/11 

15/11 
28/10 
21/11 
19/10 


Comments 
Gateway Sanctuary, Leopold, feeding on verge. 
Hovells Creek, Lara. 
Balyang Sanctuary. 
Alcoa wetlands, Pt Henry. 
Jerringot, near hide. Also 30/10, 6/11. 
Balyang Sanctuary. Seen a.m. and p.m. daily. 
Alcoa wetlands, Pt Henry. 
Balyang Sanctuary, many chicks. 
Balyang Sanctuary. Also 11/11. 
Serendip. 8 on 1/11, 2 on 2/11. 10 on N side of lake on 3/11. 
1 under Tangled Lignum at lake on 14/11. 
Balyang Sanctuary, many chicks. 
Balyang Sanctuary. Observed most days to 20/11. 
Alcoa wetland, Pt Henry. 
Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 2 on 1/11, 1 on 9/11. 
Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove. 
Alcoa wetlands, Pt Henry. 
Avalon Airport. 
Bream Creek estuary, Point Impossible. 
Pt Lonsdale Lighthouse. 
Barwon Valley Golf Course. 
Alcoa wetlands, Pt Henry. 
Barwon Valley Golf Course, around dam. 
Alcoa wetlands, Pt Henry. 
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds. 
Balyang Sanctuary. Observed daily. Nested. 
Point Lonsdale Lighthouse. 
Bay of Islands, 2 pairs nesting on rockstacks. 
Queens Park Golf Course, parents feeding two young. 
Wensleydale. 
Ironbark Basin, a massive wash area under roost tree plus 
many pellets and casts. Nearby possum fur and bloody 
shinbone fragments under tree with intestines hanging from 
branch. 


You Yangs, near Information Centre. 

McLeods Waterholes. 

Rice Reserve, Horseshoe Bend Road. 

Serendip. 

Wooloomanata, You Yangs. 

You Yangs, Hovells Ck area. 1+ on 1/11. 2+ on 8/11. 
Hovells Ck, 2 or 3 chicks in nest being fed. 

Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Track off Lease Road. 
Long Point, in thicket of Varnish Wattle and lower foliage of 
eucalypts, singing frequently. 

Long Forest, calling. Rare in Long Forest. 

Big Rock Track, You Yangs. 

Ironbark Basin, a male. 

You Yangs. 

Little River mouth. 

Sheoaks Picnic Ground, Kalimna Falls Track. 

Stony Creek Picnic Ground area, Brisbane Ranges. 


Sandy Creek, You Yangs, a male singing in a River Red Gum. 


Brisbane Ranges, Waterhole Track off Lease Road. 
Connewarre, a female. 

Stephens Rd, Bannockburn, a pair displaying. 
Paraparap, female. 

Bacchus Marsh, male sitting on a nest in a non-native tree. 
Boundary Track, You Yangs, feeding in paddock. 
You Yangsg, first heard for the season. 

You Yangs, 2 adults feeding 2 chicks. 

Stephens Rd, Bannockburn. 

Highton, flying high overhead. 

Stephens Rd, Bannockburn. 

Paraparap, high overhead in the cold wind. 
Highton, circling and drifting W. 

Reids Rd 1.5 km from Glenmore Rd junction. 
Newtown, flying N at 0830. 

Newtown, flying W at 0900. North wind building. 
Stewarts Reserve, Mt Duneed. 

Boundary Track, You Yangs, feeding in paddock. 
Gheringhap, Moorabool River area. 

Beach Road, past Avalon airport. 1 male, 1 female. 
Serendip, in group barbeque area. 

Boundary Track near Toynes Rd, You Yangs. 
Paraparap, a pair. 





Observer 
TP 
BL 
BAt 
RGa 
BL, JN, TP 
BAt 
RGa 
BAt 
BAt 
GMc, GP, JPo, 
JDy 
BAt 
BAt 
PC 
GMc, BL, BML 
BML 
RGa 
TSc 
BL 
CMo 
BAt 
PC 
BAt 
PC 
LPh 
BAt 
CMo 
JDy 
BAt 
JN 
RGa 


GFNC 

GMc 

TFI 

JDy 

GFNC 

SQ, JDy 

JDy 

MHe 

LSt, TSc, MHe, 
DHe 

MHe 

JDy 

BL 

JDy 

TFI, MHz 

MHe, DHe, LSt 
BL 

JDy 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
(Note: No excursion in December) 


Balyang Sanctuary 


Thursday 15 January 2009 
(3rd Thursday owing to the High Country 
camp the following week) 


Leader: Bryant Attwood 


The sanctuary has recovered really well after its renovation, with 
quite a few species breeding there this season, and sightings of 
crakes, rails, snipe and native-hens. 


Meet: Balyang Sanctuary carpark 
Finish: about 12 midday 
Bring: Telescope if you have one, morning tea, sunscreen etc. 


Enquiries: Bryant 5243 8858 or Polly 5244 0182 


Half-day excursion 
Saturday 17 January 2009 


Barwon River, 2nd break 
and Reedy Lake 


Leader: Trevor Pescott 


This is an excellent opportunity to inspect the Lower Breakwater 
and the several structures that maintain the water level in Reedy 
Lake. We have access to the track that is usually closed to 
vehicles other than Parks Victoria, so a long walk in not 
necessary. 


The meeting point is in Calder Street, at the ‘Management 
vehicles only' gate—from the city take the Queenscliff Road (or 
Fellmongers and Townsend Roads from Belmont), turn right into 
Coppards and left into Calder Street. The lower end of 
Coppards Road, and Calder Street, are gravel surfaced. We will 
be able to park vehicles inside the locked gate if you don't want 
to drive the bush track. We will not meet at the Botanic Gardens 
for car-pooling so if you need a lift from town let me know. 


Time: meet at 1.00 pm at the gate in Calder Street. 

What you need: it is unlikely that we will get our feet wet, but the 
area does have a good snake population so sound footwear and 
thick socks are recommended. Hat, sun-screen, insect repellent 
for bush flies, water. And of course a drink and afternoon tea, 
binoculars etc. 


Further details contact Trevor on email 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au , phone 52434368 or 52366205 


Mailing roster 


December: Polly cutcliffe 
February: Jan Venters 
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High Country Campout, Hotham 
22-27 January 2009 


Please see me tonight before paying the Treasurer $120 pp for 4 
nights OR $150 pp for 5 nights at Pegasus Alpine Club Lodge. 


We will be travelling through Gippsland on 22 and 23 January on 
a route that passes through five bioregions. Book your own 
accommodation at Sale for Thursday 22 January. [Sale Motor 
Village Caravan Park Ph. 5144 1366] 


Thursday 22 January Assemble at Queenscliff ready to board 
the 8.00 am ferry. Find own way from Sorrento to Baxter, 
through Pearcedale to South Gippsland Highway. About 
9 km after Tooradin stop at a large parking area next to 
the Swamp Observation Tower. After a break we will 
travel in convoy to Mt Worth for a walk and lunch before 
travelling a stretch of the Grand Ridge Rd to Mirboo North 
and on to Holey Plains, our last stop before Sale. [Maps 
and information will be handed out on the ferry.| 

Friday 23 January Depart Sale about 8.30 am (after taking 
on fuel and last minute purchases at the Super Mart) for 
Mitchell River National Park and exploration of the Dargo 
High Plains before arriving at Pegasus Lodge at Mt 
Hotham about 4.30 pm. 

Tuesday 27 January Home via Harrietville, Benalla OR if 
sufficient interest in a day trip to Omeo, stay another night 
at Pegasus and home Wednesday 28 January. 


Pegasus is a self-catering lodge with a well-appointed communal 
kitchen. Mod cons include regular and microwave ovens, 
dishwasher, freezer and refrigerated storage space. BYO food, 
BYO bed linen, towels, sleeping bag, toiletries. Bring all essential 
items to make this a great few days in a wonderful area of 
Victoria whether the weather is kind or otherwise. 


Campers who intend to make their own way to Pegasus are 
requested to confirm asap. 


Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Plant group excursion and picnic tea 


9 December 2008 


Spring Creek, Torquay 


Meet at the carpark on Surf Beach Drive, Torquay at 4.00 pm 
for a walk by the Spring Creek estuary, followed by a festive 
picnic tea. 


Contact Dick 5243 3916 
Excursion 15 February 2009 
Boat trip on the Bay 


We will be going out in the afternoon from Queenscliff on the 
Marine Discovery Centre boat, complete with ‘sledge’ to bring 
up some samples for us to study. Places will be limited, so 
please contact me before the general meeting on 3 February 
if you wish to book a place. Cost will be $30, and money will be 
collected at the February meeting. More details in the February 
Geelong Naturalist. 


Contact: Deborah Evans, 5243 8687 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2008-2009 


President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Vice-President Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 
Immediate Past President Vacant 

Secretary Tim Billington 5221 1169 tbil@optusnet.com.au 

Treasurer (acting) Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Minute Secretary Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 
Committee Member 


David Flanagan 5221 2427 jillpip@optusnet.com.au 
Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil.mcinnes@yahoo.com.au 
Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lpbhelan@bigpond.com.au 
Diana Primrose 5250 1811 dprimrose4@bigpond.com 
Peter Williams 5221 3503 peter.w@wesinet.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Peter Williams 5221 3503 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 





Coming events 


DECEMBER 2008 15 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

2 General Meeting: Members Night 17 Saturday % Day Excursion: Barwon River, 2nd 

3-6 Mammal trapping break and Reedy Lake 

7 Challenge Bird Count Leader: Trevor Pescott 

9 Plant Group Excursion—picnic tea 22-27 Club Campout: High Country (Mt Hotham). 
Leader: Dick Southcombe 


FEBRUARY 2009 
3 General Meeting: Port Phillip Bay ecology— 
Simon Mustoe 

10 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

15 Excursion: Boat trip on the Bay 
JANUARY 2009 Leaders: Mark Rodrigue & Deborah Evans 
TBA Summer Wader Count 19 Bird Group: Important Bird Areas—Guy Dutson 
15 Bird Group: A Bird Quiz—Barry Lingham 26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 26 January, 2009. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 


Please contact the Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
photograph) from another source, so that copyright permission can start at 8.00 pm 
be sought. 


: } eas ; Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 
The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 
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